
Declaration on Domestic Violence
The theme of domestic violence, particularly by men on their companions, has been the subject of repeated reflection by our World Church and has lead to the denouncement of such behavior which we are attaching hereto.

There have been a few, rare reports of such incidents among Italian Adventists in environments where they are viewed as customs that must be tolerated.  
The Italian Adventist Union holds such acts to be totally incompatible with the respect due each person and with the clear morals and principles taught by the Church. Therefore the Church invites:
· The pastors to more openly denounce such acts of violence and any other kind of violence on human dignity in their instruction and preaching and to propose ways to overcome such negative customs and habits.  The Union will support them in this.
· Women to not accept domestic violence as part of their inescapable destiny and to disclose such acts  first of all to church leaders for urgent intervention and, in critical cases, to social workers and  law enforcement officials.  Although it is necessary to protect the safety of the person(s) concerned, the goal of attaining forgiveness should always be pursued both for the medium and long term.
· Pastors, elders and church boards to go so far as to cancel from the membership rosters those who do not accept pastoral or psychological counseling which aims to correct deviant behavior in a way which can be verified.  

· The whole church to not be intimidated or embarrassed by cultural customs which predispose or promote behavior which is incompatible with common and Christian morals, and not to fear the loss of public consensus because our attention should center on the respect and quality of life in accordance with the will of God as manifested in the Word of Jesus. 

· To visit the multi-lingual website www.itFraces.me which has useful and practical information such addresses of centers offering specific assistance in Italy and Europe.

· To review the material provided by the Department of Women’s Ministries in PowerPoint 

The Union asks that this Declaration be presented in the way each church may deem best to all the local church members and that dialogue on this theme be promoted, especially among the young people.  

A Statement on Abuse and Family Violence

Seventh-day Adventists affirm the dignity and worth of each human being and decry all forms of physical, sexual and emotional abuse and family violence. 

We recognize the global extent of this problem and the serious, long-term effects upon the lives of all involved. We believe that Christians must respond to abuse and family violence both within the church and in the community. We take seriously reports of abuse and violence and have highlighted these issues for discussion at this international assembly. We believe that to remain indifferent and unresponsive is to condone, perpetuate, and potentially extend such behavior.

We accept our responsibility to cooperate with other professional services, to listen and care for those suffering from abuse and family violence, to highlight the injustices, and to speak out in defense of victims. We will help persons in need to identify and access the range of available professional services. 

When changed attitudes and behavior open possibilities for forgiveness and new beginnings, we will provide a ministry of reconciliation. We will assist families in grief over relationships that cannot be restored. We will address the spiritual questions confronting abused persons, seeking to understand the origins of abuse and family violence and developing better ways of preventing the recurring cycle.

This statement was approved and voted by the General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists Administrative Committee (ADCOM) and was released by the Office of the President, Robert S. Folkenberg, at the General Conference session in Utrecht, the Netherlands, June 29-July 8, 1995.
Statement on ending violence against women and girls

We, the members of the Seventh-day Adventist Church, speak up and join with others to bring an end to violence against women and girls.  Global statistics indicate that in all societies women and girls are more frequently the victims of violence.  Actions or threats likely to result in physical, sexual, or psychological harm or suffering are incompatible with biblical ethics and Christian morality.  Such actions include, but are not limited to, family violence, rape, Female Genital Mutilation (FGM), honor killings, and dowry murders. Manipulation, denial of personal liberty, and coercion are also acts of abuse and violence. To such behaviors the Seventh-day Adventist Church says, "Let's end it now!"

Seventh-day Adventists recognize that creation in God's image bestows dignity and worth on every individual.  The measure of that worth is seen in the sacrificial death of Jesus Christ to provide eternal life for everyone.  The love and compassion that characterized the earthly life of Jesus sets an example for all His followers in their relationship with others.   Christ-like behavior leaves no room for violence against family members or persons outside the family.

The Bible counsels Christians to view the body as the temple of God.  Bringing intentional harm to another person desecrates that which God honors and is therefore sinful behavior.  Seventh-day Adventists commit themselves to being leaders in breaking the cycle of violence perpetrated against women and girls.  We will speak out in defense of victims and survivors through teaching, preaching, Bible study, and advocacy programs.  

The Seventh day Adventist Church seeks and welcomes partnerships and collaboration with others in addressing this global issue.  The collective voice of many can save tens of thousands of women and girls from the harm and suffering that result from abuse and violence.

(This statement is supported by the following Bible references:  John 3:16; Genesis 1:26; Isaiah 61:1-3; Ephesians 5:2-3; 1 John 3:10, 15-18, 4:11; 3 John 1:2; 1 Corinthians 3:16-17, 6:19; Romans 12:1-2.)

(See also the "Statement on the Nurture and Protection of Children".)
This statement was approved and voted by the Executive Committee of the General Conference of Seventh-day Adventists  on June 23, 2010, and released at the General Conference Session in Atlanta, Georgia, June 24-July 3, 2010.




Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everybody. If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. Romans 12:17,18








